Call for Proposals for

Israeli–Taiwanese SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH COOPERATION

2013-2015
Within the framework of the Agreement between the Economic and Cultural Offices in Israel and Taiwan, Taiwanese and Israeli research teams are hereby invited by the Israel Ministry of Science and Technology ("MOST-IL") and the National Science Council of Taiwan ("NSC") to submit joint research proposals in:

1. Artificial intelligence and learning algorithms

2. Effect of human activities on marine environment
To be carried out jointly by Israeli and Taiwanese scientists.






 
B. MODE OF COOPERATION

Cooperation may take the form of:

 joint research activities where interdependent subprojects of a single project are conducted in the Taiwanese and the Israeli laboratories; 
 complementary methodological approaches to a common problem;

 joint use of research facilities, materials, equipment and/or services by cooperating scientists;

 joint planning of research and evaluation of results.
C. LEVEL OF FUNDING AND PROJECT DURATION

The total maximum funding for each individual project is US$50,000 from each side for the entire two-year project period. It is the intention of the two ministries to support about 8 joint projects. However, the final number of projects to be sponsored will be determined based on budgetary considerations. Research projects should be planned on a two year basis. Contracts will be signed accordingly.

Implementation of the approved projects depends on the approval of the state budgets in both countries. 
D. Eligibility 

1. Projects must be led by a Principal Investigator from each country.  

2. The Principal Investigator on each side must be affiliated with an academic institution meaning – in Israel – an accredited institution of higher learning in Israel, according to the Council for Higher Education Law, 1958, or with a public research institute with experience in the relevant fields. (referred to as “an Institution”). Industrial partners are encouraged to participate in research teams headed by Principal Investigators from an Institution.

For the purposes of this Call a "public or semi-public research institute" means a research institute whose main activity is the advancement of cutting-edge scientific knowledge, which possesses appropriate infrastructure and equipment and which employs researchers who, inter alia, publish articles related to their research in leading scientific journals and who present their research at international symposia.
3. The Principal Investigator and the affiliated Institutions are expected to take responsibility for the execution of the research work throughout the duration of the project.
D1. ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS
        It is strongly recommended that the Taiwanese and Israeli research teams and their institutions enter into agreements regarding intellectual property rights prior to the start of collaborative activities.

D2. SUBMISSION OF RESEARCH PROPOSALS

For Taiwanese research teams:
Taiwanese Principal Investigators should submit proposals within the deadline to the NSC via the online research application system, using the grant application form (in Taiwanese or English) and the attached Application Form (in English). The institution shall also deliver the official applications (applicants list) to the NSC.

For Israeli research teams:
Israeli Principal Investigators should submit proposals electronically in English using the attached Application Forms to the following Email: Taiwan@most.gov.il (in "pdf" or "doc" format) and in 6 hard copies by post to the following postal address of MOST-IL: 
Avi ANATI

Deputy Director General for Planning & Control 
       Call for Proposals for Israeli –Taiwanese 2013-2015

Ministry of Science and Technology

P.O. Box 49100

Jerusalem 91490

For Both Research Teams:
All electronic and hard copy applications, including all relevant materials and attachments, must be received by either MOST-IL or NSC, as set out above,  not later than October 15, 2012 until 15:00 (local time).
E. FUNDED EXPENSES 
Funding provided by this Call is intended to enhance the capacity of the applicants to collaborate. Funding will therefore be provided mainly in support of the collaboration vectors and of the local research that is necessary for the collaboration.

For Taiwanese researchers, funding can be provided by NSC for:

(1) Personnel costs;
(2) Consumables;

(3) Small equipment;

(4) Travel and visiting costs; 
(5) Joint seminars and workshops; and
(6) Overhead expenses.
For Israeli researchers, funding can be provided by MOST-IL for:

(1) Stipend or salary for PhD students, post-doctoral fellows, technicians  and/or laboratory workers (i.e. a temporary position up to 2 years);

(2) Consumables;

(3) Small equipment;

(4) Travel and visiting costs; 
(5) Joint seminars and workshops; and
(6) Overhead expenses up to 15% of the total amount of the research project inclusive of the funds provided on the basis of this Call.
All budget items must conform to the national rules relevant for each applicant. 

F. MUTUAL VISITS
Participating researchers are encouraged to spend an extended period of time visiting their counterparts’ institutions. So long as the visits are an integral part of research collaboration, international travel and living expenses for Taiwanese researchers visiting Israel will be borne by NSC for Taiwanese researchers and by MOST-IL for Israeli researchers visiting Taiwan. International travel costs and in-country living expenses should be included in the budget of the visiting side. The visits may only take place in Taiwan or Israel. 

G. PROPOSAL REVIEW
After the evaluation of proposals is conducted in each country separately, a joint Taiwanese-Israeli Scientific Committee, composed of scientists from each country will select the projects to be funded. 
Evaluation process will be based on:

     1. Conformity with the definition of program research topics presented above;

     2. Capability of Principal Investigators (one for each country per research project): The Principal Investigator should have the experience, appropriate expertise and ability to manage the collaboration and reach the project goals during the two-year project period
3. Significance of the problem being addressed, and the potential impact of the proposed approach on solving it. (Proposals should address these issues explicitly and provide as much evidence as possible.);
4. Scientific merit, with emphasis upon the originality and novelty of the proposed research;

5. Clarity and quality of the research proposal itself – presentation of the topic, definition of research objectives, presentation of research methodology and detailed program of work;

6. Feasibility of the research project; 

7. Practical applicability of expected research findings;

8. Extent of genuine collaboration between the Taiwanese and Israeli research
         teams.

9. The level of involvement of young researchers

H. CONTRACTS, PAYMENTS AND REPORTS

1. The expected starting date for approved projects is April 1st, 2013. The expected completion date is two years after the starting date for approved projects.
2. Contracts

Upon approval of a particular project, separate contracts will be signed in Taiwan and Israel respectively, between NSC and the institution of Taiwanese Principal Investigator and between MOST-IL and the institution of Israeli Principal Investigator. The contracts in Israel will include provisions regarding intellectual property rights, as agreed upon by the Taiwanese and Israeli research teams and their institutions. 

3. In principle, the project period is two years. However, In Israel, MOST-IL reserves the right not to fund a second year of research for scientific-professional, administrative, budgetary or policy reasons.

An application for the continuation of research funding for the second year must be submitted by the institution of Israeli Principal Investigator to MOST-IL on the appropriate forms. The application to MOST-IL must be submitted at least two months prior to the end of the first year of the project together with the annual scientific report. 

4. Payments

Payments will be made in keeping with the provisions of the contracts referred to above, according to the regulations and practices in force in each country.

5.  Reports

a) Financial Reports
Financial reports will be submitted to the Parties by the institutions of respectively Principal Investigator in each country, as specified in the research contract.
b) Scientific Reports

Within two months after the conclusion of the project: the Principal Investigators will submit a joint summary of the final report to NSC and MOST-IL in English and each Principle  Investigator will submit a full final report in accordance with the contract or the regulations in force in his/her country. 
Additional interim progress reports may be required, according to the practices and regulations of each country, as specified in the research contracts
In Israel: An interim scientific report must be submitted to MOST two months prior to the end of the first year of the project, together with the application for continuation of research funding (see Paragraph 3 above). 

I. SPECIAL PROVISIONS REGARDING THE ISRAELI APPLICANT

All procedures and activities under this Call or the projects approved hereunder, including the eligibility of institutions via which applications must be filed,  are subject to the standard MOST Procedures Regarding International Collaborative Scientific Projects and Scholarships Funded by MOST and to the MOST Standard Contract for Scientific Projects (both documents referred to hereinafter as "the standard terms"). 

Applicants are required to familiarize themselves with the standard terms before filing an application under this Call; filing an application constitutes a declaration that the applicant has done so and agrees to be bound by the provisions thereof.

In the event of any inconsistency between the terms of this Call and the standard terms, the terms of this Call shall prevail

J. INFORMATION

Additional information can be obtained from the following:

TAIWAN:

Dr. Hui-Chuan Cheng

Program Director

Department of International Cooperation
National Science Council

21F.,106 Ho-Ping E. Rd., Sec.2

Taipei, Taiwan 106

Tel: 02-27377472
Fax: 02-27377607

E-mail: hccheng1@nsc.gov.tw

ISRAEL:
On administrative matters:

Mr. Avi Anati
Deputy Director General for
Planning & Control 

Tel: 02-5411170/173/805

Fax: 02-5823030

E-mail: avi@most.gov.il 
Mrs. Yehudith Nathan

International Relations

Tel: 02-5411145

E-mail: Yehudith@most.gov.il
 





On Scientific matters:





Dr. Husam Massalha


Senior Head Environment & Agriculture


Tel:02-5815595


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:husam@most.gov.il" �husam@most.gov.il�  








Dr. Gideon Ariely, 


Head of Computer Science and Advanced Technologies Field. 


Tel:02-5411134


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Gidon@most.gov.il" �Gidon@most.gov.il�  
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